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Offering Hope & Maximizing Quality Of Life For People With Vision Loss

Dinner in the Dark Raises Funds
The 9th annual DINNER IN THE DARK was held October 21
to a resounding success. A banquet room full of people
dined blindfolded to help raise awareness of the challenges
facing the vision impaired. This event supports the programs offered by VIC to help the low vision community
retain or regain their independence. Held at the Harman
Center, guests enjoyed music and a silent auction prior to
their dining experience. Catering was provided by the
Christmas People Foundation and the event was emceed by
Michael Liddicoat. Volunteers from the area Lions Clubs
helped make the event possible as well as VIC volunteers,
friends and family. We must thank our many sponsors who
helped make this event a success.

Main Event Sponsor ($2000 and up)
Bruce Heiser, Morgan Stanley
Yakima Lions Club

(continued on page 3)

Intrducing New VIC Board Member: Melissa De La Rosa
“My background in customer service and marketing made my current position at Family Vision Care
as Marketing Coordinator a natural merge. Not only had my entire family followed Dr. Copeland
from his Costco practice for our own treatment, but his and Dr. Ricks’ philosophy for patient care really made an impact on me. The kind of passion
for people that I experienced at the optometry practice was the main reason I decided to pursue a position on the VIC board of directors. I was first
introduced to VIC and their mission at my first Dinner in the Dark in 2016!
Coming from eight years of customer service and retail marketing experience in Seattle, I have found my interactions with the community of the
Yakima Valley so refreshing. The ability to connect with patients on a
more personal level has been really eye-opening (pun intended!) for me
and a great and rewarding experience so far. The larger Spanish-speaking
community here also allows me to use and continue to develop my bilingual skills.”

Kid’s Clinic at VIC

NWLF Grant Received
The Northwest Lions Foundation has recently
awarded a grant to Vision for Independence
Center. A request of $9940 was approved, to
be divided among several VIC projects. The
majority of the funds will be used to add
equipment to the VIC inventory. Technology
changes very rapidly and we
continually are updating the
devices we provide to our
patients. An autorefractor was on
our wish list, but a
recent donation of a used unit
has freed up the money we
would have spent (see article
on page 3).
To better comply with HIPAA
regulations and for better security of VIC business files, a fireproof security
file cabinet is on order. The Clinic Committee
will be meeting in December to decide on the
final investments of the grant funds.

The VIC office was the location for
a recent Kid’s Clinic offered to low
vision students in Kittitas and
Yakima Counties. Low Vision
Evaluations were
given to students
from Granger,
Harrah, Selah,
West Valley and
Kittitas.
Utilizing the
second portions of
a Northwest Lions
Foundation grant, recommended
devices will be provided to the
students for use at home and at
school.

2018 VIC Calendar Now Available
The first annual VIC 2018 large print
calendar is hot off the press! This calendar is spiral bound and measures a
very large 17”x22” when opened and
is punched for easy wall hanging. Each
day of the month measures 3” tall
leaving plenty of room for recording
appointments and reminders. There is a full-page index with space for
important dates, addresses, phone numbers and events. The calendar is
filled with valuable monthly coupons for discounts at the VIC store as
well as a birthday coupon worth $10 off your $10 purchase! Get yours
now before they are gone. Available in the VIC store.

The Perfect Gift for the Holidays
Look no further for that perfect gift for the hard-to-buyfor person on your list. VIC has gift certificates available
in any denomination. With no expiration date, there is
plenty of time to shop for that talking watch or large button phone. How about a new desk or floor lamp? Maybe,
that old magnifier is worn out and it’s time for a new one.
Simply call or come by the VIC office: Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 9:00am-4:00pm.

Equipment Donated to VIC

Thanks to the generosity of a Seattle
optometrist, a new piece of exam
equipment has been added to the VIC
inventory. Dr. Quang Nguyen updated
his office equipment and made the
donation of a used
autorefractor to VIC.
The Retinomax
Autorefractror is a
portable, handheld
device that automatically measures
a patient’s eyeglass
prescription.
In a VIC Low Vision
Evaluation, the patient’s eye records
have already been obtained from their
eye doctor. The Retinomax comes into

play when the
patient does not
have a current
glasses prescription or no eye
records are available. Because we
always want to
start the Low
Vision Evaluation
with the best distance vision possible,
the Retinomax can provide us with this
valuable information. The device has
proven to have such accuracy that it
provides excellent results when used in
a clinical setting. With proper training,
it is quick and easy and requires no
feedback from the patient.
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Platinum Sponsor ($1000-$1999)

Yakima Society of Optometric
Physicians
Washington Fruit & Produce Co.
Gold Sponsor ($750-$999)
The Eye Center
In memory of Dr. Robert V. Lance, OD
Silver Sponsor ($500-$749)
Abbott’s Printing, Inc.
Avail Home Health, Inc.
Del Monte
Domex Superfresh Growers
Elliott Insurance Service, Inc.
Graf Investments
Matson Fruit Co.
Mike & Brenda Mills
Vision Craft, Inc.
Walmart Foundation

Bronze Sponsor ($250-$499)

Central WA Insurance Agency
Les Schwab, Ellensburg
Naches Lions Club
Naches Sunshine Lions Club
Terrace Heights Lions Club
Tieton Lions Club
Zillah Lions Club

Table Sponsors

Abbott’s Printing, Inc.
Avail Home Health
Cascade Eye Center
Family Vision Care
Health Alliance
Lion Club Sponsors
Chinook, Ellensburg, Selah,
Sunnyside, West Valley

Special Dinner in the Dark Thanks: Cintas, Costco, Linda Roth State Farm
Insurance, Starbucks 72nd Avenue, Wes Wilson, The Beer Shoppe, The Christmas
People Foundation, Eisenhower High School Photography Students, Robert Redmond,
and Michael Liddicoat

From the VIC Board of Directors and Staff...
As we begin our tenth year of serving the needs of the low vision
population in Yakima and Kittitas Counties, we pause to reflect on
how far we have come: from a rented corner of an office to our
own location with exam and technology rooms; from an allvolunteer staff to two part-time employees; and from a small inventory to a fully-stocked store of low vision devices, aids and
technology. This growth would not have been possible without the
continued support of our community...and you have our sincere thanks.
VIC operates exclusively for philanthropic goals related to vision loss. As a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit, we rely heavily on grants and donations to continue operations. We serve patients regardless of their income or whether they
have insurance. As you consider your end-of-year giving, please consider a tax
deductible contribution to VIC. Any and all financial assistance
will be greatly appreciated by VIC and the clients we serve.
And last but not least, have a joyful holiday season and a
Happy New Year!

Thank you, Abbott’s Printing, the printer of choice for VIC.

