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Fundraiser Dinner Raises over $11,000
Over 120 guests enjoyed
dining blindfolded at the Vision for
Independence Center’s Dinner in
the Dark on October 21, 2011.
The event cleared over $11,000
following expenses, making it the
most successful year since the
event began.
The third annual fundraiser,
held at the Yakima Valley Museum, began with hors d’oeuvres,
sparkling cider and wine. Wine
for both the hors d’oeuvres and
meal was provided by Wineglass
Cellars. Young singers and musicians from West Valley entertained as guests studied and bid

on over 65 silent auction items.
At dinnertime, guests were
blindfolded and guided to their tables by volunteers from VIC and
area Lions Clubs: West Valley,
Naches, Naches Sunshine, and
Tieton. (continued on page 2)

Yakima Lions Club Donates $15,000
A check for $15,000 was presented
from the Yakima Lions Club to VIC during the
Dinner in the Dark fundraiser October 21,
2011. Presenting the check to VIC President
Dale Graf, OD, and VIC Past President Christo‐
pher Babin, OD, was Cheryl Legowik, presi‐
dent, and Kathy Birdwell, secretary of the
Lions Club. This generous donation will
enhance VIC’s ability to meet its mission.

Zillah Resident Wins Quilt Raffle
By chance, Priscilla Cantu decided to
purchase a raffle ticket while waiting for
her mother to finish a low vision
evaluation at the VIC Clinic, then was
surprised to learn that she had won the
quilt.
The announcement was made at the
Dinner in the Dark fundraising event
last October 19. Proceeds from the
quilt raffle netted $800.
Priscilla, who is a Work First Case
Manager at DSHS, stated she was to‐
tally surprised by the phone call an‐
nouncing her win.
The beautiful 4x4 foot quilt was

created and donated to the VIC fund‐
raiser by Daphne Martin. The quilt fea‐
tures green and purple print fabric
sewn into a grapes and vine pattern.
Priscilla reports that she will plan new
decor in her home around the quilt
which will receive focused attention as
a wall hanging.
Our enthusiastic thank you to
Daphne for her gift to VIC and to all
who bought raffle tickets. Proceeds will
be used to further VIC’s purpose of
serving clients with low vision, provid‐
ing financial assistance as needed.

****************************************************************************************************************

(Fundraiser continued from page 1)

The evening meal was catered by
New Hope. Beautiful centerpieces were
arranged and donated by The Findery.
Table sponsors for the event were
Selah Lions Club, Ellensburg Les
Schwab Tire Center, Susie Temple, and
Bruce Heiser of MorganStanley
SmithBarney.
A special thank
you to event sponsors: Yakima Lions
Club (downtown),
Pacific Cataract &
Laser Institute,
Washington Fruit &
Produce,
Dr. Richard Ehlers,
Elliott Insurance,
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Abbott’s Printing, Vision Craft,
Inc., Conover Insurance, Naches
Sunshine Lions Club and Harvey
Monteith Insurance.

The date for the 2012 Dinner in the Dark has been set for
October 19 with tickets to go on
sale starting September 1, available from VIC board members
and at the VIC clinic.

Four Join VIC Board of Directors
A life-long resident of the Yakima Valley,
Darrell Berchard was an employee of
Boise Cascade Corporation for 32 years before returning to school to earn an AAS
Degree in Chemical
Dependency Studies.
With his first hand experience with low vision,
Darrell provides valuable
information to the Board.

Paul Kauzlarich is a
semi-retired orchardist
from Naches, having
farmed for 37 years. He
is currently manager of
a small irrigation district
and small fruit storage
warehouse. A graduate
of Washington State
University, Paul is active
in the Naches Lions
Club, Dollars for Scholars, and his church.

Kina Blackburn, a native of Cle Elum, works
with the visually impaired
in the Yakima School
District. She is a graduate
of Central Washington
University in Information
Technology & Administrative Management and will
complete a masters degree in Teacher for the
Visually Impaired (TVI)
from Portland State University in June.

Megan Rutschilling is a
Vision Specialist and Orientation and Mobility Instructor for Educational
Service District 105. She
earned a BS from Ohio
State University in Sports
& Recreation and a M.Ed.
from Ohio State University in Teaching the Visually Impaired. She also
has an O&M certification.

Volunteers Needed for Clinic
Vision for Independence Center’s
success depends on its volunteers.
VIC has one paid position-the clinic
manager. All other people working with
VIC are volunteers, including board
members, the optometrists who provide
evaluations, and area residents who
have an interest in VIC’s mission and
goals.
These dedicated volunteers greet clients, complete the intake interviews with
the clients, staff the store, follow up
VIC
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with the clients after their visits, and assist
with marketing and fundraising.
VIC is always looking for more area
folks who have a special interest in vision
and who are willing to donate a few hours
a month working on Wednesdays or
Fridays in the clinic.
Contact Clinic Director Marsha Lance
at 452-8301 to volunteer in the clinic. All
of us at VIC look forward to meeting and
working with you.
QUARTERLY
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Support Group Welcomes All

VIC Welcomes Donations

Come join the Low Vision Support Group and learn from guest
speakers, and each other, how to live
well in spite of vision loss.
Co-sponsored by Vision for Independence Center, the support group
meets at 2:15 p.m., the third Tuesday
of the month at Orchard Park Retirement’s activity room.
For further information about the
group and upcoming speakers, contact
VIC at 452-8301 or visit the VIC website: www.vicyakima.org.

Vision for Independence Center is a
non-profit organization located in downtown Yakima, Washington. A registered
501(c)(3) tax exempt organization, VIC operates exclusively for philanthropic goals
related to vision loss. VIC’s assets are
permanently dedicated to charitable purposes. As such, the organization relies
heavily on grants and donations to continue operations. All monetary donations
made to VIC by individuals and businesses are tax deductible and are greatly
welcomed by VIC.

Thank you, Abbott’s Printing, Inc., for a great job on our newsletter
and all of our printing needs. Abbott’s is the printer of choice for VIC.

303 East D Street, #4
P.O. Box 2833
Yakima, WA 98907-2833
(509) 452-8301
www.vicyakima.org
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