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DINNER IN THE DARK
Friday, October 21, 2011 is the 3rd Annual VIC “Dinner in the
Dark” fundraiser at the Yakima Valley Museum. The evening will
begin with a social hour with free wine, hors d’oeuvres, beautiful live music and a silent auction. For dinner, guests are blindfolded and led into the museum ballroom where a delicious
three course meal is served. No fair peeking...you may get a
fine! Proceeds from the evening allow
VIC to continue offering low vision examinations and equipment to patients regardless of their finances. Please join us
for a fun and educational evening with
120 of your closest friends. Tickets may
be purchased for $40 per person, a portion of which is tax deductible, by contacting the VIC office at
452-8301. Please hurry as seating is limited. Visit our website
at www.vicyakima.org to view pictures of the 2009 and 2010
events. Event and table sponsorships are very much appreciated and are available at several different donation levels. For
donation information, email vicinfo@vicyakima.org .
*********************************************************************************************
FIND US ON FACEBOOK!
VIC now has our own Fan Page on Facebook. “Like” us and keep up with the latest news and happenings from VIC. Find us at http://www.facebook.com/vicyakima

ONE DOLLAR, ONE TICKET
VIC supporter, Daphne Martin, has donated a
beautiful handmade quilt to help raise money for
our nonprofit clinic. The winner of the 4’x4’ quilt
will be drawn at the 2011 Dinner in the Dark.
Tickets can be purchased for one dollar each
from any VIC board member or from the VIC
store. The store is open on Wednesday from
9AM‐1PM and on Friday from 9AM‐4PM.

VIC ATTENDS COMMUNITY
FAIRS
You may have seen us recently at the Yakima Valley Senior Expo
at the Clarion Hotel in April. The Expo featured products and services
from area businesses and social service agencies of interest to mature
members of our community. The VIC booth featured a new display that
was purchased with money from the Healthy Eyes Healthy People
grant. The display enables VIC to provide education regarding low vision services available in Yakima. In addition to the display, low vision
merchandise from the VIC store was on display for participants to view
and touch. Congratulation go to Charlotte H., the winner of our door
prize, a gift basket of VIC
low vision aids valued at
$150, and to Elaine K.,
who won the large button
telephone.
VIC was present at
the recent Yakima Health
District’s Health Fair in
June. Come see us at the
Toppenish Health Fair on
July 30, sponsored by
Yakima Valley Farm
Workers.
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LOW VISION SUPPORT GROUP BEGINS
June 16 was the first meeting of the newly formed Low Vision Support
Group. Providing “education and shared friendship for people with vision loss”,
the support group will meet monthly. Our goal is to provide an environment for
comfort, caring and friendship, as well as a place to discover resources and gain
knowledge. The group is open to individuals of any age.
The Low Vision Support Group is co-sponsored by VIC, and facilitated by
Carrie Seeberger-Ray and Howard Underwood. Carrie is a counselor for seniors
and an Ombudsman in long-term care facilities, with 25 years of experience.
Howard is treasurer of the Yakima Valley Council of the Blind and a member of
the Yakima Lions Club.
At the introductory meeting, an inspirational talk, including a song, were
given by Howard. Refreshments were enjoyed at the conclusion while people
socialized. The speaker for July will be Janet Warner, a health care practitioner.
She will speak on techniques to relax the upper body, particularly the head, to
help reduce eye strain. Upcoming topics will include a presentation on common
eye conditions and current treatment options. Visit vicinfo@vicyakima.org for
meeting information.
The support group meets the third Thursday of every month, at 2:00PM at
Ponderosa Retirement Center, 3300 Englewood Avenue, in Yakima. The next
meeting will be July 21. Any questions can be directed to VIC at 452-8301.
****************************************************************************************************************

VISION FOR INDEPENDENCE VOLUNTEERS
A key to the success of any non‐profit organization is the strength of its’ volun‐
teers. VIC is fortunate to have loyal volunteers, however, we do find ourselves in need
of additional personnel as we work to expand our services. We have recently signed
up with RSVP, the Retired and Senior Volunteer Program. Designed for people 55 or
older, RSVP volunteers serve nonprofit private and public community organizations.
At present, VIC is in need of Greeters to volunteer on clinic days, which are the
second and fourth Fridays of each month, either morning or afternoon. This person
greets the patient and interviews them, reviewing their health and vision history with
them. Interested individuals should contact the VIC Clinic Director, Marsha Lance, at
452‐8301.
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VIC RECEIVES SUPPORT FROM UNITED WAY
VIC received wonderful news in the month of June: United
Way of Central Washington granted VIC a Community Investment Award for its financial aid program. The purpose
of this program is to enable financially needy patients to purchase low vision devices in
the clinic store. For verification of eligibility, patients are asked to complete VIC’s financial aid form, on which they report their annual income. After comparing
the reported income to the federal government’s poverty guidelines, the amount of financial aid a patient can receive is calculated. Financial aid can amount to as much as a
75% discount of the retail price. VIC bills the patient’s health insurance for the examination fee. Unfortunately, low vision devices recommended for a patient upon completion of the low vision evaluation are not covered. The United Way grant will increase
VIC’s ability to help low income patients with the purchase of low vision devices essential for their independence and quality of life.
Thank you, Abbott’s Printing, Inc., for a great job on our newsletter
and all of our printing needs. Abbott’s is the printer of choice for VIC.
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