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Magnifiers Return Client to Painting
Of the many interesting people
who come to our low vision store,
Margarita Rawson is certainly one
of the more unusual.
Margarita arrived in our store
because she was
having difficulty
seeing labels and
price tags when she
grocery shopped.
With her hand-held
magnifier, Margarita
is now exploring
new store aisles
and different foods;
she’s able to check
her grocery receipts for accuracy.
“It’s nice to be able to see things I
haven’t been able to see in years,”
she recently commented.

Margarita grew up in
Ellensburg Canyon, raised by her father to fight and defend herself. By
age 10 she was working alongside
him in a garage/wrecking yard. By
age 16 they bought the family garage in Wapato, then sold it in 1973.
In spite of her talent in the garage,
her first love was sheepherding,
which is part of her Basque background. As a young girl, she left her
first job on a ranch as cook’s helper
to learn sheepherding from a Chilean shepherd. After two years of
working with Manual, Margarita
shepherded in Washington, Oregon,
Idaho, Wyoming and Montana; she
and her three dogs traveling from
job to job in a sheepherder’s wagon
(continued on page 2)
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2014 Dinner in the Dark Date is Set
Mark your calendars for Saturday, October 18, for the 6th Annual
Dinner in the Dark. The evening begins at 6PM with appetizers,
beverages and music from the Dennis Clauss Band as guests bid on
silent auction items. Guests are then blindfolded and led into the
banquet room where they will experience what it is like to depend
on senses other than sight, to perform an otherwise ordinary
activity like eating. All proceeds benefit VIC and helps allow us to
continue serving the low vision community of Yakima and Kittitas
counties. Tickets are $45 and must be purchased in advance.
A vegetarian menu choice is available. (509) 452-8301.

Technology Offered in CCTV Loaner Program
Technology is ever-changing in the low vision arena. What were once referred to as closed
circuit televisions (CCTV) are
now electronic video magnifiers. No matter the age,
what all these devices have
in common is their ability to
allow a vision-impaired individual to read again. A camera is used to magnify text
and objects onto a monitor
for easier viewing. They can
also assist with other everyday activities such as
writing, personal hygiene and hobbies like needlework and crossword puzzles.
Since its inception in 2006, VIC has accepted the donation of 12 used CCTV’s that have been
placed into the
CCTV Loaner Program. The machines range
from handheld
versions to tabletop units, and

from very old technology to
the latest in electronic magnification. A patient with the
need for such a device and
the inability to afford it is lent
the machine for as long as
they desire to use it. The unit
is then returned to VIC for the
next patient-in-need to borrow.

Moving into 2015 With United Way
United Way has again partnered
with Vision for Independence Center to
provide financial assistance to patients
who cannot afford the full cost of low vision devices and aids. Utilizing the Federal
Poverty Guidelines, scholarships are available to patients for the purchase of doctor
recommended devices at a discounted
price. With United Way’s support of VIC’s
financial aid program,
we are able to save
patients $2000 over
the course of a year.

(continued from page 1) pulled by a mule. She herded up to 700 sheep at one
time, and except for an incident involving a rock slide that buried some of the
sheep, and injured her dogs and her back, she kept the
animals safe.
During over 26 years of shepherding, she has killed and
skinned wild game including rattlesnakes, lived with the Cree
and Flatfoot Indians, learned their language and sang songs
with them. From her Native American friends she learned beading, and leatherwork with which she made purses, belts and
walking sticks.
Other artwork has included mandelas, painting rocks, and
oil painting. Both the vision loss and a recent stroke had
slowed her creative process. “But,” she adds, “I’ve started
painting again. You were right-on with everything you showed
me,” she says of the visual adaptive devices recommended after her VIC evaluation. “I’ve used the devices every day. Thanks so much from my heart.”
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Northwest Lions Foundation Grant Received
iZoom Lite is an easy-to-use
screen magnification software for
your computer. Users can choose a
magnification level ranging from 1x
to 2x. It allows the user to change
the text and background colors to reduce glare, improve contrast, and
avoid eye strain. The mouse pointer
size and color can also be changed to
suit the
needs of the
user. A tracking feature
can be activated when
needed, that
allows the
cursor to be
more easily
identified when typing. Computer operating system requirements are
Windows 7/XP/Vista. VIC has iZoom
Lite available on disk for purchase.
We are also able to utilize this program in the VIC office for our two
volunteers that are sight impaired.

Recent additions to the VIC
store have been made courtesy of a
grant from the Northwest Lions
Foundation. Allocated for the purchase of low vision devices, the grant
has allowed for the purchase of several new products to our
inventory.
The Max Event
Glasses are for distance
viewing such as at a
sporting event. They resemble a normal pair of
spectacles, except they have a second, adjustable lens, so each eye is
focused separately. They are lightweight, flexible, and the lens has a
mirror coating, perfect for outdoor
use.
A new diagnostic kit for the
SightScope bioptic
telescope was purchased for use in the
clinic. This custommade telescope allows for convenient
switching of line of
sight between the
spectacle lens and the telescope with
just a slight tilt of
the head. These bioptics are ideal for
mobility, classroom,
shopping and social
settings. It allows
for normal posture
for straight-ahead
activities such as
television, theater, sporting events
and other extended viewing activities. Simply flip the telescope out of
the way when it’s not required.

Quilt Raffle in Full Swing
Handcrafted by
Judy Garrett, this
beautiful quilt has
been donated to VIC.
Valued at $350, it will
be given away at the
6th Annual Dinner in
the Dark on October
18. It is a double/
queen size, measuring
84” by 95”. Tickets are
$1 each and are available at the VIC office,
(509)452-8301.
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Donate to VIC by Shopping
You can now enjoy online shopping and donate to Vision for Independence Center in the process. Operated by Amazon.com, the website
AmazonSmile has the same wide selection of products at low prices.
Simply register at http://smile.amazon.com/, and 0.5% of the price of
eligible purchases will be donated to VIC. The first donation has already
been received from AmazonSmile.
You can also earn donations
for VIC by shopping at Fred Meyer Stores with your Fred
Meyer Rewards Card. Simply sign up for the Community
Rewards program by linking your Fred Meyer Rewards Card to Vision for Independence Center at www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards. Search for Vision for Independence Center by
name or by our nonprofit number #86896. The best part is that you will continue to earn your
own Rewards Points, Fuel Points and Rebates.

Thank you, Abbott’s Printing, Inc., for a great job on our newsletter and
all of our printing needs. Abbott’s is the printer of choice for VIC.
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